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C&:F TROLLER GENERAL OF THZ UNITED STATES
[ ]
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2084 [{6 ol 2

- 3111969 October 11, 1973 -

Hr, John J. Larkias
9634 Aspen Place
Msnassas, Virginia 22110

Dear Hr, Larkinss i-' ' | ‘

By lstter of July 3, 1973, you requested reconsidoration of tha
Yransportation and Clains Division scttlament of June 27, 1973,/ disallow
fug-your clain foxr reirburasement of mileapc)at 10 cents a mile and rdlated
per dion for traval by private automnbile from Washinzton, D. C,, to
gtanford, Califo¢nis, and ratura,

Ths record shows thet as a oivilian erployee of the Department of
the Army you were avarded a Civil Service Commienion Pellowship to attend
Stanford Univorsity froa feptember 1, 1971, to June 15, 1972, in a propran
for Education for Public Management, Pursuant to travel ordar L0G/72-174,
datad August 3, 1971, you vere authorized mileags reimbursenment and per
diee linited to the conatructive cost of common carrier transportation
($294 air fare) and related per diam as detarmiuned by ths Juint Travel .
Regulations (JIR). Your orders allowed per diem at the rate of $14 during
tha period of tomporary duty (TDY) tnd $25 a day for time epent in travel
by airplana to and frox Stanford, California,

You elafn additional expenses in the amount of $781 calculated as
foilowat

“Privace ruto » 6000 miles at 8,10 mila = § 600,00

Per diea w $25/day for 20 days [travel] = $00.00
?1100.00

Lass 823 ¢pproved per dien - 25,00

Loze §294 approved air tars - 294,00 '
781,.00" . b

You contend :hat there are, or should be, circunstances thel warrant
reisbursexent for costs incident to the use of a private auto while on
TOY even 4f that cost excesds the cost of transportation by common carrier,
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vides that the hezd of an agency, under regulationa prescribed by thas

The adainistrativa rsport on your oclaim atates in pertineat

" & & 4 Xt wes the opinion of Mr, Larkins' supervisors
and of this apency that it was more advantageous to thea
Covernment that Mr, Larkins ba authorirad to travel by pri-
vatoly owned conveyancea only if he be allowed nileage reim-
bursemant and per dien linited to constructive cost of com-
mon carrier transportation and related par diam as deter-
nmined in the JTR, % % % This opinion wac based on the fact
that Hr, Larking' use of & privately ownad vehicle was hia
yreforence to allow his fadly to accompany him during his
TDY and to provide him transportation in aond around
Etenford, It was not nost advantagecous to the Government
sinco his family was not included in the TDY and if unac-~
companied he could have elected to live on or cloaer to the
University caompus, It was furthaer belicved that tha per
dien allowance was being provided to help offeet the
inconvenience of reaiding away from hiie hoome,

"During the pariod in addition to his normal salary,
Mr, Lorking was authorized round trip air faze, §18 to
offuet tranaportation to and frou airport, plus two days
ut $25 snd 289 days at $14 for an approximate total of
$4408, This does not includo the expenses incurred by

..Covernaent contract to provide tuition and books in thae

anount oY $4780, In sumary, the total ccst to the
Covernmant, was $9188 plus the anaual galary of a GS-14,

"It 48 the position of this agoncy that Mr. Larkins

" ¥now at the tine his ordors were publiched that it vas

noat advantageous to tha Covaernment for him to useo
comnercial travel facilitics. At his request he tao
allowed to talio hin privately owned vehicle undar tha
above cunditions, It is belisved tha ordecs werae
corract as published ond that Hr, Larkine has received
full cowpensation foyr his TDY, It 1o further the poasi-
tion of this agency that thare is no basis on which to
sapprxove Mr, Larkins' claim,”
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Paynent of the axpenses for your studies is govornad by 5 V.5.C. 4109
(formarly soction 10 of the Government Erployees Training Act) which pro- .’
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HMvil Service Comuincion, may pay, or raimburas the employse for, all or
part of the necessary expenses of training, including tho necessary costs
of (A} travel and per diem or (8) transportation of immediata family,
lwusehald goods and personal effects, etc,, when tha estimnted costs of
trarsportation and related services ars less then the sstimated par diem

payrent for the training pexfod., See B-164864, Novembar 19, 1968, copy .
eclosed, .4

_ 3 CFR 410,601 provides that "tha hesd of an agency shall determine
whish expentes conatitute neccasary training expenses under section 4109
of title 5, United States Code." For paynent of training expenses gen—
exclly see Yederal Personnel Manual, Chapter 410, subshapter 6, ’

In accordance with the atove authority 1r was adniniatrativaly daoter-
ained thnat it would ba in the beat interests of the Government for you to
be authorized the necassary costs of traval and per diex rather than to
bave your fauily, household goods and parsonal, affects transported to '
Stanford, California, : !

The aduinistrative report indicates that your agency has complied
with pazagraph ¢6151 of the JTR, Volume 2, dated iarch 1, 1971 {aupar-
seded by C6L51, October 10, 1971), which provides in pertinent part that .
“In deturmintnh whather or not the use of privately ownad conveynnce is
pory wdvantageous to the Govoernmont than othsr availuble modes of trans-
‘portation, consideoratfon will be given to tha over-all, benefite, disad-
vantages, couparative costs of transportation, per diem, and roichursable

. dtens, including # * % 4, location of places of tenporary duty in relntion

- to ths location of quartexs and mesl facilities and the availability of
modes Of trangportation, othes than privatoly ¢med conveyonce, betweon
these points * % &, Purtheisore, refuburaeuent of your travel expensas
is subject to the provisions of parasraph C10157,2a, JTR, Voluma 2, which
stipulate that when travel by privately ownad conveyance is not advanta-
geous to the Government, reimbursement in all cases will be limited to an
smount not in excess of tha constructive cost of cormon earrier transpor-
tation and related per diem.

Therefore, ou the bauis of the record bafors us ws can only at!irn
the dissllowanca of your claim, ' ‘

; ¢ 7 8incesrely yours,
| Paul @, Dombling S ,

' . For the gomprroller General
© — . of the United States
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